
We are now at the half way 
point through the season of 
Easter, and the Church 
begins to look forward to 
the feast of Pentecost. I am 
inviting you all to join with 
me in making a Novena to 
the Holy Spirit this year. 
This will be from 22nd to 
30th May. This will come 
in the form of a prayer 
card, which I will put 
online next week, and also 
a daily video on the 
YouTube channel. I hope 
you can join me in praying 
for a new outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit to help us 
in the task we have ahead 
of us. 

We are missing the May 
Procession this year at St 
Patrick’s. I hope we will be 
able to have a procession 
around the Feast of the 
Assumption in August. 
Please pray we will be back 
together in church soon! 

Today we hear the invita-
tion of Jesus in the Gospel 
to follow him, the Way, 
and the Truth and the Life. 
Our faith, and the living of 
our faith, is disturbed at 
the moment, just like eve-
ry other aspect of life. 
Having the life of the 
Church and the communal 
celebration of the Holy 
Mass taken away from us, 
is a real test for our faith. 
At this time, we are called 
to live our Faith at home. 

At the time when the cele-
bration of Mass was sus-
pended, the Bishops issued 
an order for keeping Sun-
day at home, with the 
reading of the Word of 
God and making a Spiritual 
Communion. I printed out 
cards, but unfortunately it 
was too late for most of 
you to get one. Just this 
week, I was looking on the 
website of the Jesuit 
church in Manchester, and 
saw that the Diocese of 
Salford are doing a weekly 
order for a form of Liturgy 
of the Word with Spiritual 
Communion. This is such a 
great idea, and so I’ve put 
it at the end of the bulletin. 
So I invite you to use this 
at home. It would be really 
great to share this with 
other members of the fam-
ily, and even those who are 
not Catholic. It could be a 
great witness. Even so, do 
use it yourselves. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Bl Ivan Merz 

1896-1928 
Ivan was a Bosnian layman. 
After school and military 
academy, he went to the 
University of Vienna, with 
the dream of teaching 
young people in Bosnia. He 
was called in in World 
War I, an experience 
which changed him. It 
made him realise he had to 
abandon his future into 

God’s hands. He knew that 
this had to be founded on 
daily prayer, which he 
committed himself to, as 
well as making a private 
vow of chastity. As a teach-
er, he founded the League 
for Catholic Youth in Cro-
atia to form young apos-
tles. He was known for 
patience, and offered his 
sufferings for the good of 
Catholic youth. 
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High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
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Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

Prayer LINE 
Our Prayer group are not meeting at the moment, but they are still praying! If you have any intentions that you want to 
have others pray for, then please email your intentions to: prayersplease@yahoo.com This is a confidential prayer line, 

subject to normal safeguarding. 

Saturday Zena Wednesday 

Sunday John Martin Thursday 

Tuesday Requiem for Kathleen Booth RIP Saturday 

A Private Mass (by the priest alone) will be offered for the following intentions this week 

Requiem for Lisa Goldstraw RIP 

Requiem for Mary Walker RIP 

Alf Jackson 

Monday Gerard Coates Friday Dawn Dobson 

LIve streamed mass & Resources 
Fr Julian is not live-streaming Mass. However, many 
priests are. These range from the Cathedral to local par-
ish churches. Have a look at what is available, to view 
Mass online: https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/
parishes-with-live-streams  You can also look in at the 
shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham who have a live-
stream for Mass and Devotions at https://
www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/  

By order of His Grace the Archbishop, all our churches are now closed to the public and parish-
ioners until further notice. 

Mass is celebrated privately each day, by the priest alone. Please unite your intentions to the of-
fering to the Mass, and make a Spiritual Communion. 

No other Sacraments may be celebrated at the moment other than in exceptional circumstances, 
such as the last Sacraments, in danger of death. Please contact Fr Julian by email at 

fr.julian@rcaob.org.uk to ensure that he receives requests quickly. Do not leave messages for 
urgent matters on the parish voicemail. 

Funerals are not being celebrated in church, but only graveside or crematorium services for im-
mediate family are being offered. Requiem Mass is offered on the day of the funeral by the priest 

alone. A Funeral Mass at a later time after restrictions are lifted will be able to be arranged. 
Mass can still be offered for any intentions. Either place the Mass offering in an envelope, writ-
ing the intention on the outside of the envelope and clearly marking it ‘Mass Offering’, and post 
it through the Presbytery door at St Joseph’s, or email Fr Julian to arrange and give the offering 
later (use above email address).  The same can be done for Sanctuary Lamps. Please mark enve-

lopes ‘Sanctuary Lamp’ and preferred church. Or email and give donation later. 
We still rely on your offertory! But please keep hold of your offertory envelopes or money and 
let us have it when we return to church. Don’t worry about getting it to us now. If you 

can please set up a Standing Order or give online (See page 3) 
Fr Julian is using the time to speak to parishioners by telephone. If you or anyone you know 

would like to receive a telephone call, please let Fr Julian know, preferably by email. There will 
be no Parish Priest’s Open House until further notice. 

PARTNERSHIP OF PARISHES ON 
YOUTUBE! 

Fr Julian (and a few guests) are doing Daily reflections, 
Mass homilies and devotional content online, and a video 
aimed at children once a week.  To access the Partner-
ship of Parishes YouTube channel, please search 
YouTube for ‘Our Lady of Grace Parishes’ or use this 
link https://tinyurl.com/wqtqx76 

Additionally, Fr Prabhakar will celebrate Mass on Sunday for the People of the Parishes, and on the weekdays for the Ho-
ly Souls (November List). 
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Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 Club/Biddulph & 
Packmoor 125 Club We will also be halting the  draws 
for four months, and will begin again at the beginning of 
July. All monies paid will be held over till the two clubs  
begin again.  

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  
St Joseph’s: Clare & Cheryl Potts 
Sanctuary lamps can still be dedicated. Minimum 
donation £5. Please see page 2 on how to request 
sanctuary lamp dedications while churches are 
closed. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the soul of Kathleen 
Booth. Cremation at Carmountside on 12th May. 
And also for Lisa Goldstraw. Cremation at Car-
mountside on 13th May. 
And also for Mary Walker. Cremation at Bradwell on 
14th May. 
It is not possible to attend funeral services, as they are restricted 
to the closest family, but please pray for the souls of the dead. 

Requiescant in pace 

Hospital If you know someone in hospital, ask the nurs-
es to call the Chaplain on call. This is the best way of 
notifying the Catholic chaplain on call. Otherwise, please 
call the chaplaincy on 01782 676400. Please do not call 
or leave messages on the Presbytery/Parish Office num-
ber, as there are specific arrangements in place, and Fr 
Julian is not able to make hospital visits. 

Fr Julian’s Camino is on hold at the moment because of 
the travel restrictions. Please pray that he’ll be able to 
return to Spain to finish the pilgrimage in the autumn. 

You can still donate to Teenage Cancer Trust at 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

frjuliancamino  
Good news! Thanks mainly to the sponsorship which 

Simon Deaville obtained, we have now gone well over 
£6000 raised. 

You can review Fr Julian’s progress so far at his Camino 
blog frjulianscamino.blogspot.com 

Biddulph foodbank update 
We have had an increase in peo-
ple coming for help from the 
foodbank. Please continue to 
give your food items at Sains-
bury’s in Bidduph, or outside St 
Lawrence’s church door 9am to 
5pm any day. If you know any-

one who needs help, and they cannot access any other 
voucher issuer, they can contact Fr Julian by email. If 
anyone has a voucher, they can post it in the Church  
letterbox (around the back side of the meeting room, not 
the former presbytery) before Thursday evening. Food 
will then be delivered by volunteers on Friday. supporting your  parish finan-

cially at this time 
It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 
money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. It 

means we can continue to receive your Collection 
through this time, but also in any case, means we avoid 
bank charges on paying in cash. To begin paying your 

contribution to the Parish by Standing Order please use 
the form here: https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr 

and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

You can also now donate online! Please click on https://
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/support-our-work  and 

choose the parish you wish to donate to. 

Almighty and merciful Father, who show your love to 
all your creation, we come before you asking for a 

quick control of the Coronavirus currently ravaging 
our world. 

Hear graciously the prayers we make for those af-
fected by the virus in various parts of the world. 

Grant healing to the sick, eternal life to the dead 
and consolation to the bereaved families. 

We pray that an effective medicine to combat the 
sickness be speedily found. 

We pray for governments and health authorities 
that they take the right steps for the good of the peo-

ple. 
Look upon us in your mercy and forgive us our fail-

ings. Amen. 



OUR LADY OF FATIMA 

John 14:15-21 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me 
you will keep my commandments. I shall ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Ad-
vocate to be with you for ever, that Spirit of 
truth whom the world can never receive 
since it neither sees nor knows him; but you 
know him, because he is with you, he is in 
you. I will not leave you orphans; I will 
come back to you. In a short time the world 
will no longer see me; but you will see me, 
because I live and you will live. On that day 
you will understand that I am in my Father 
and you in me and I in you. Anybody who 
receives my commandments and keeps them 
will be one who loves me; and anybody who 
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 
shall love him and show myself to him.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 
KEY VERSE: "I shall ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate 
to be with you for ever" (v.16). 
TO KNOW: As Jesus prepared to return to the Father, he comforted his 
fearful and bewildered disciples about his impending departure. The disci-
ples were afraid that Jesus was abandoning them, but he reassured them that 
he would not leave them orphans. Although the world will no longer see 
him, “in a little while” (v 19) he and the Father would send another 
"Advocate" (Greek, parakletos ). “Paraclete” is a terminology for a defence 
attorney, "one who stood beside another" as a spokesperson, witnessing in a 
court of law in someone's favour. The Paraclete will takes Jesus’ place as 
both advocate and revealer. Just as the disciples see Jesus now, so they will 
soon know of his union with the Father, a union he will share with them. 
This "Spirit of truth" is a teacher who would remain with Jesus' disciples to 
instruct them and intercede for them before God in times of need. At Pen-
tecost, the Holy Spirit will be sent to all believers to continue Jesus' saving 
presence on earth. 
TO LOVE: In what ways am I an instrument of the Spirit in my family/
work/parish community? 
TO SERVE: Holy Spirit, stand beside me as I testify to God's saving truth. 

May 13 is the anniversary of the apparition of Our Lady to three 
shepherd children in the small village of Fatima in Portugal in 
1917.  She appeared six times to Lucia, 9, and her cousins Francis-
co, 8, and his sister Jacinta, 6, between May 13, 1917 and October 
13, 1917. 

The story of Fatima begins in 1916, when, against the backdrop of 
the First World War, and a year before the Communist revolution 
in Russia, a resplendent figure appeared to the three children who 
were in the field tending the family sheep. “I am the Angel of 
Peace,” said the figure, who appeared to them two more times that 
year, exhorting them to accept the sufferings that the Lord allowed 
them to undergo as an act of reparation for the sins which offend 
Him, and to pray constantly for the conversion of sinners. 

Then, on the 13th day of the month of Our Lady, May 1917, an 
apparition of ‘a woman all in white, more brilliant than the sun’ presented itself to the three children saying “Please don’t 
be afraid of me, I’m not going to harm you.” Lucia asked her where she came from and she responded, “I come from Heav-
en.”  The woman wore a white mantle edged with gold and held a rosary in her hand. The woman asked them to pray to 
the Holy Trinity and to “say the Rosary every day, to bring peace to the world and an end to the war.” 

She also revealed that the children would suffer, especially from the unbelief of their friends and families, and that the two 
younger children, Francisco and Jacinta would be taken to Heaven very soon but Lucia would live longer in order to spread 
her message and devotion to the Immaculate Heart. 

In the last apparition the woman revealed her name in response to Lucia’s question:   “I am the Lady of the Rosary.” By 
1930 the Bishop had approved of the apparitions and they have been approved by the Church as authentic. The messages 
Our Lady imparted during the apparitions to the children concerned the violent trials that would afflict the world by means 
of war, starvation, and the persecution of the Church and the Holy Father in the twentieth century if the world did not 
make reparation for sins. She exhorted the Church to pray and offer sacrifices to God in order that peace may come upon 
the world, and that the trials may be averted. 

What is the central meaning of the message of Fatima? Nothing different from what the Church has always taught: it is, as 
Pope Benedict XVI put it, “the exhortation to prayer as the path of “salvation for souls” and, likewise, the summons to pen-
ance and conversion.” Perhaps the most well-known utterance of the apparition of Our Lady at Fatima was her confident 
declaration that “My Immaculate Heart will triumph”. The message of Fatima invites us to trust in this promise. 






